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Open Campus Developments

Open Campus Spreads Its Wings Across St. Vincent & the Grenadines
By Mr. Paul Lewis, Open Campus, St. Vincent & the Grenadines

High-profile activities which promote the on-the-ground work of the University of the West Indies
and its Open Campus services continued during Semester I in St. Vincent & the Grenadines. From
the continuing celebrations of the 60" anniversary of the University through public lectures and the
building of firmer alumni relations, to community development awards, the Open Campus continues
to showcase the UWI at work in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Some of the highlights:

= Fancy Women Receive Award: The women of the Fancy
Community Help Group (FCHG) were presented with a certificate of award and a medal of honour on
November 26 for their creativity in the development of their community. They received the award
from the Geneva-based Women’s World Summit Foundation for the community banking system
which they have set up to benefit the women of the Fancy community.

At a ceremony at the University of the West Indies Open Campus, Head of the Women and
Development Unit (WAND) Dr. Judith Soares (second from left in photo above), made the
presentation to the Fancy Community Help Group (L-R), Ms. Juney Baptiste, Treasurer, Ms.
Magdalene King, Secretary, and Ms. Wendy Michael, President. This award was to have been
presented on October 15, 2008, the first International Day of Rural Women. However, because
of transportation difficulties, the women were unable to come to Kingstown to accept it. Dr. Soares,
in presenting the certificate, congratulated the women of the FCHG and pledged WAND’s continued
support of their community development project which benefited the women of Fancy.

Host of the event was Dr. Adrian Fraser, Head, UWI Open
Campus, St Vincent and the Grenadines. Present at the ceremony were Cecelia Batson-Rollock
(WAND) and Michael Thomas, Research Officer- Office of the Principal, UWI Open Campus and
members of staff of the UWI Open Campus, SVG. The Women and Development Unit of the
University of the West Indies has been supporting projects in Fancy since 1997.
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Visit of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor & Principal, Open éanipus,
UWI to St. Vincent & the Grenadines: The PVC & Principal,
Professor Hazel Simmons-McDonald (second from left) discusses
how the new Open Campus will enhance the teaching and learning
experience of students in St. Vincent & the Grenadines. On the left
is Mrs. Luz Longsworth, Director, Open Campus Country Sites, and
at right is Dr. Adrian Fraser, Head, Open Campus, St. Vincent & the
Grenadines.

The 2008 Independence Lecture: Professor Emeritus Rex
Nettleford delivered the 2008 Independence Lecture at the
Methodist Hall on Tuesday, October 21st. Professor Nettleford , a
popular lecturer in St. Vincent , spoke on Education and Caribbean
Society, a theme that resonated with many Vincentians currently
experiencing a politically-inspired ‘education revolution’.

Professor Julie Meeks Gardner Lecture: The UWI Open Campus
Consortium for Social Development and Research (CSDR) in
collaboration with the Hugh Lawson Shearer Trade Union Education
Institute (HLSTUEI), a member of the Consortium, presented
Professor Julie Meeks Gardner, Head, Caribbean Child Development
Centre, CCDC, (another Consortium member) to Vincentian
audiences on September 23™. Professor Meeks Gardner presented
a lecture titled: Forever Indebted to Women: The Centre of the
Family, at the Peace Memorial Hall, Kingstown.

Joint 60th Anniversary Programme with the
OAS in St.Vincent: The Open Campus UWI, Kingstown and the
Organization of American States (OAS), celebrated 60 Years of
cooperation in support of Education on September 25th. Under the
theme, “OAS and UWI 60 Years in Support of Education (1948-
2008)", both organizations heralded this outstanding example of
their regional cooperation by hosting a public event at the Peace
Memorial Hall, Kingstown.

The event was held under the patronage of Mrs. Merlene Glynn,
OAS St. Vincent and the Grenadines Representative and Dr. Adrian
Fraser, Head, Open Campus SVG. Ms. Glynn took the occasion to
remind the audience of the outstanding cooperation that has
occurred in the field of education since 1948, and which is still
taking place today, between the only regional University and the
premier body for hemispheric cooperation - the OAS. The
morning“s activities were punctuated by cultural performances
from OAS scholars Ms Ann-Marie Venner in dance and Mr. Dexter
Bacchus in music. The feature address was given by Mrs. Laura
Browne, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Education.

The Open Campus’s
main site in Kingstown, St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Dominican Carib Chief Visits UWI: Chief Charles
Williams of Dominica paid a courtesy call on Dr. Adrian Fraser,
Head of Open Campus, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Paul
Lewis , Senior Administrative Assistant on Tuesday September 5,
2008.The meeting came after he appeared at a press conference at
the Campus to discuss regional indigenous issues. Chief Williams
was on a three-day visit to the island, specifically to meet with the
Kalinago people in the Carib country, north of the Rabacca Dry
River.

Launching of Stamp Collection to mark UWI's 60™
Anniversary: Stamps of various values to officially commemorate
the 60 Anniversary of the University of the West Indies were
unveiled at the Open Campus Centre on Monday September 15th.
Mr. Edward Beache, Head of the local Philatelic Bureau stated that
his organization was proud to be associated with the UWI, and
noted that the stamps can be used for postage world-wide. Dr.
Fraser used the opportunity to inform the media of the changes
taking place in the University of the West Indies, including the
recent launch of the UWI’s newest campus - the Open Campus, and
the expected impact this would have on the delivery of tertiary
level education to the multi-island state.

“Dr. Adrian Fraser and the SVG-UWI Alumni
President speak at the launch of the UWI’s 60" anniversary
celebration week in St. Vincent & the Grenadines.

UWI/Stat Ambassadors: UWI/Stat Ambassadors, Dorraine Cox
(Mona Campus) and Ashley Maloney (St.Augustine Campus) paid a
three-day visit to St. Vincent and the Grenadines from November
12-14, 2008.The UWI/Stat Ambassador Corps was developed out of
the Vice Chancellor‘s office, and it is designed to “increase regional
ties between students and alumni and create student awareness of
alumni relations and alumni involvement.” The visit of both Cox
and Maloney to the state was a huge success as they visited many
schools and organisations where they were given excellent
opportunities to use their campus experience and leadership skills
to help motivate local students, guide them in their career paths,
and to showcase UWI as the preferred choice for further studies.
The Ambassadors spoke with students at the St. Joseph“s Convent
and Girls“ High School, Kingstown, the Teacher®s College and the
Community College. A special session was also arranged for them
to meet with student representatives from seven secondary
schools. The Ambassadors also met the Governor General Sir
Frederick Ballantyne and Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, as
well as with the executive of the Alumni Association prior to their
departure on November 14th, 2008.

UWI STAT Ambassadors being
welcomed to the Teachers’ College by Acting Principal, Mrs. Eula
Adams.
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UWI-60 Celebrations in Montserrat

The University of the West Indies Open Campus, Montserrat,
completed a week of activities to commemorate the 60"
Anniversary of the University from November 8-15, 2008. Seven
events were hosted in the week that started with Run UWI Run,
and ended W|th a theatre performance.

g Professor Russell
Celyn Jones ( Blrkbeck College, University of London) and his literary
agent, Mr. Derek Johns at the second Literary Workshop.

Highlights of the week included literary workshops and the second
Montserrat Country Conference. These two events featured
Montserratian, regional and international scholars and authors, and
they also enhanced the university’s reputation of bringing together
highly skilled professionals to support the rebuilding of Montserrat.

The Country Conference held from November 13" and 14" under
the theme, “Towards Sustainable Development in Montserrat:
A Multi-Disciplinary Conference” saw the presentation of
fourteen (14) papers, eight (8) from local participants (Dr. Sheron
Burns, Miss Gracelyn Cassell, Mr. Warren Cassell, the Honourable
Mrs. Margaret Dyer-Howe, MP., Dr. Coretta Fergus, Mr. Claude
Gerald, Mr. Claude Hogan, Mr. Colin Riley, and six (6) from
participants who came to Montserrat for the Conference (Mrs. Joan
Bobb-Alleyne-Dann, Dr. Noel Gray, Dr. Joseph Lema, Miss Shirley
Osborne, Dr. Gertrude Shotte, Dr. Godfrey St. Bernard. Biodata
on the presenters and abstracts of their papers are available at:

http:/ /www.cavehill.uwi.edu/bnccde/montserrat/conference

paperdex.html.

Ms. Gracelyn Cassell, Head, Open
Campus, Monsterrat (centre), during the First Literary Workshop
with presenters Mr. Eric Jerome-Dickey and Dr. Althea Prince.

The UWI Open Campus in Montserrat also owes a debt of gratitude
to the Honourable Chief Minister, Dr. Lowell Lewis, for his opening
remarks, as well as to the Honourable Reuben Meade, Minister of
Agriculture, Trade, Lands and the Environment, who delivered the
keynote address.

The highlight of the week of activities to commemorate the
University’s 60" Anniversary was the Awards Banquet, organized
by the UWI Montserrat Alumni Association on Saturday, November
15, 2008 at the Cultural Centre in Little Bay. The Honourable
Joseph Parry, Premier of Nevis, gave the keynote address and
awards were presented by Professor Alvin Wint, Pro Vice Chancellor
for Undergraduate Studies at the University of the West Indies, to
10 outstanding UWI graduates from Montserrat.

These graduates included the Hon. David Brandt, Mrs. Dora
Browne for the Late Major Vincent Browne, the Hon. Roselyn
Cassell, Miss Laurine Fenton, Miss Sarita Francis for the Late Mrs.
Mary Fenton, the Hon. Margaret Dyer Howe, the Rev. Dr. Ruth
Allen for Professor George Irish, Professor Sir Howard Fergus, the
Hon. Reuben Meade and Miss Dorcas White.

Open Campus officials recently met with the Prime Minister of the
Bahamas, the Hon. Hubert Ingraham (3" from left) on November 20,
2008 at the Office of the Prime Minister. From left are: Professor
Howard Spencer, Acting Head, Open Campus, Bahamas, Professor
Hazel Simmons-McDonald, Pro-Vice Chancellor and Principal, and
Mrs. Luz Longsworth, Director, Open Campus Country Sites.

Bahamas AIur:lnl Give Back to the UWI

The PVC & Principal of the
Open Campus, Professor Hazel Simmons-McDonald, accepts the
commitment letter for the regional endowment fund from Dr. Homer
Bloomfield of the Bahamas uwr Alumni Association.

Professor Hazel Simmons-McDonald poses with the executive
members of the Bahamas UWI Alumni Association.

Professor Hazel Simmons-McDonald (partially hidden, right) and Mrs.
Luz Longsworth (partially hidden, left) at the dinner held in their
honour by the Bahamas UWI Alumni Association.

65 Teachers Graduate in St. Vincent with Online
Certificate

The Department of Educational Studies, UWI, Mona is collaborating
with the UWI Open Campus to offer an online Bachelor of Education
(BEd) programme. They also partnered in the delivery of a
Remedial Education Strategies Certificate in Learning Support
programme. This programme which was developed by Dr. Beverley
Bryan of the Mona School of Education was funded by the EDF,
with assistance from Cambridge Education Consultants and
delivered mainly online by the UWI Open Campus. Some courses
were also offered face-to-face. A graduation ceremony was held in
St. Vincent & the Grenadines in November for 65 primary school
teachers.
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L e b >
Graduating Teachers in St. Vincent & the Grenadines

The programme is designed to assist teachers in developing
meaningful learning experiences to meet students’ varying
readiness levels, learning preferences and interests. The
programme was designated the Certificate in Learning Support,
with special emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy.

“We were charged by the Ministry of Education, with the support of
Cambridge Education to conceptualise, design and deliver a
programme that would develop capacity and equip practising
primary classroom teachers in St Vincent and the Grenadines with
the skills necessary to assist the learner in difficulty and those who
might be at risk of academic failure”, said Dr. Bryan at the
graduation ceremony.

“There was also a new technological orientation for teachers. A
course was included in Information Technology in Education, (so)
St Vincent now has a set of teachers who are proficient in using
Access, Excel as well as being more than able with their Microsoft
Word processing skills”, Dr. Bryan revealed.

Although it is a programme in remediation, the fundamental
difference in the approach taken Dr. Bryan and her team, was to
emphasise equipping teachers with the competence for
differentiated instruction. This meant that the children were not
being labelled as “remedial” or more colloquially as just “dunce’,
but rather teachers needed to learn to plan and deliver instruction
in a way that all students can and will want to learn.

Dr. Vivienne Roberts, Deputy Principal of the Open Campus, gave
greetings at the ceremony and emphasised the power of
partnership to maximize efficiencies. She noted also that the
government of St Vincent & the Grenadines was extremely pleased
with this development and is prepared to offer the graduating
teachers an increment in their salary. The Open Campus feels that
this is a logical ladder to the Bachelor's in Literacy Studies
which will continue to be offered on line to these and other
interested students across the Caribbean.

For more information on the programme, please call [876]927-
1569; [876]927-2130 or email levene.griffiths@uwimona.edu.jm or
traceyann.lothian02@uwimona.edu.jm. The next deadline for
admission to the programme is March 2009.

Open Campus People

The Open Campus welcomes Ms. Karen Lequay, citizen of Trinidad and
Tobago, to the new position of Campus Librarian for the Open Campus.
A graduate of The University of the West Indies, (BSc Chemistry and
Zoology), University of Southampton (MSc Oceanography) and
Loughborough University (MSc Information Studies), she came to
academic librarianship at UWI Main Library in 1985 as a Science subject
specialist with experience as a Research Officer at the Institute of
Marine Affairs.

After working at the Faculty of Medical Sciences Library, Ms. Lequay
soon joined the staff of a technology consultancy company, specialising
in the provision of management and information systems and services.
While there, she planned and established a business unit and raised the
profile of the company by developing an educational seminar in
document management to the private and public sector.

WMs. Karen Lequay
launched out into her own consultancy business,

She then
providing services to management in the area of Information
Resource Management, Information Systems Strategic Planning

and Implementation, Integrating information gathering and
dissemination services to regional institutions, legal firms and
manufacturing and financial companies. At the same time, she
planned and established a multimedia training and information
centre where she trained students from 3-18 years on computer
and related technologies. She also developed programmes to
develop information technological literacy and critical thinking for
executives, teachers and employees of both public and private
sector corporations.

The UWI Main Library welcomed her back in 1998 as Systems
Manager just when the automated library system in use at the time
was on the verge of collapse. Not only did she revive the crashed
system, but she effectively planned and developed the St.
Augustine Campus Libraries Network (LAN) including the Medical
Sciences Library and led the transformation of the St Augustine
Campus Libraries into a modern organisation which effectively
manages both print and electronic information resources for the
delivery of information services.

She also initiated cross-campus discussions on management of
electronic resources and served as Coordinator for the campus
Electronic Information Resources team. It was under her direction
as Systems Manager at St Augustine that the University undertook
a review of Library Systems and coordinated exercises for the
purchase of a new integrated library system across the three
campuses.

Her recent stint as Campus Librarian at Cave Hill resulted in significant
changes at the Main Library. She successfully advocated for the
inclusion of the library in the planning and management activities of the
Cave Hill Campus and for collaboration between librarians and
academics. During this time she also coordinated the successful
implementation of the new integrated library system, Aleph, across the
three campuses of UWI. She continued to collaborate with the other
two Campus Librarians to further guide the re-engineering of policies
and processes which will be inevitable with the new Library System.

She is one of very few librarians in the Caribbean region who has
expertise in the practical and theoretical aspects of the library and
information profession and the developments in information and
communication technologies. She is currently Chair of the Caribbean
Information Action Group (CARINFO), member of the ACU Libraries
Network Steering Group and delegate on the OCLC Members Council for
Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Open Campus looks forward with eager anticipation to significant
improvements and innovations in the delivery of information products
and services under her direction and stewardship. We wish her an
exciting and successful tenure in office.

Your Feedback is Welcome

We welcome your comments on the Open Campus, UWI, and
encourage you to send your comments on the Open Letter to us via
e-mail @ marketing@open.uwi.edu. Please visit our website at
www.open.uwi.edu for more information on the Open Campus.
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